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Diagnosis from Ocular Symptoms. By Matthias
Lanckton Foster. New York: Rebman Com-
pany. 1917.

This book will prove of interest mainly to the
teacher- of ophthalmology looking for an outline
of important clinical points to present to his stu-
dents, or to the student himself to supplement
literature. The main lesions of the eye and their
significance are discussed in simple manner, but
with excellent clinical judgment. The unessen-
tials are disregarded. It would be a good book
for the general medical man to possess as it gives
short and well put clinical facts and discussions
of important eye lesions. H. B.

Venesection. Brief summary of the practical value
of venesection in disease. By Walton Forest
Dutton. Philadelphia: Davis. 1916. Price
$2.50.

It is undoubtedly true that venesection is a neg-
lected form of treatment and is applicable in many
disease conditions. The past history of this useful
procedure has been well written by medical au-
thorities long since dead.

It still remains for some modern author to deal
adequately with the topic. The book above men-
tioned probably is a serious effort to do this, but
it fails woefully to come up to any modern scien-
tific standard. It deals with venesection as a
treatment to many diseases, such as angina pectoris,
beriberi, yellow fever, migraine, etc. But an au-
thor who can state that "rheumatism is a constitu-
tional disease, the cause of which has not been
determined, and that it may be acute or chronic,"
is hardly to be taken seriously, even should he
recommetid venesection. Even the illustrations in
the book, which are undoubtedly taken from some
antiquated instrument catalog, are more amusing
than illuminating. Therefore we can only recom-
mend the book as one to skim over and pick out
such suggestions as may stimulate further investi-
gation and more accurate clinical observation.

S. T. P.

Pulmonary Tuberculosis. A handbook for students.
By Edward 0. Otis. Boston: W. M. Leonard.
1917.

This little book should fill quite a want in our
library of tuberculosis. It adds nothing new, but
presents the subject in condensed form from the
viewpoints of a teacher of many years' experi-
ence. The book is rather a compendium on tuber-
culosis and is written and planned for the medical
student primarily.
The chapters upon prognosis, prophylaxis and

marriage and tuberculosis deserve special mention.
The intelligent co-operation of the patient as af-
fecting his recovery is emphasized, a point much
to be commended.
The numerous conditions which produce tuber-

culosis, beginning with childhood infection; the
strengthening of natural resistance in young adult
life; the prevention of active tuberculosis from
latent infection; the improvement of working and
housing conditions, are impressed upon the reader.

Finally, the author does not absolutely forbid
marriage between tuberculars, but warns against a
woman bearing a child until two years -. fter the
disease has been arrested, and then only if her
status in life is such that no great demands are
made upon her strength. Under these conditions
a healthy child may be reared. An arrested tuber-
culous male may marry if his responsibilities are
not too burdensome.
As a practical abridged sketch of the entire sub-

ject of pulmonary tuberculosis, this book can be
recommended to students of m4edicine.

W. C. V.

Clinical Tuberculosis. By F. M. Pottenger. With
a chaper on laboratory methods by J. E. Pot-
renger. 2 volumes. St. Louis: Mosby, 1917.
Price $12.00.

These two large volumes on tuberculosis view
the subject from the standpoint of pathological
anatomy, pathological physiology, diagnosis, prog-
nosis, complications and treatment. They may be
used for reference on certain subjects of special
interest or for more extended reading. Each
chapter is very complete in itself, and this, I be-
lieve, is one of the strong points in favor of this
work compared with many where it is necessary to
spend much time referring to other chapters. Each
section is conscientiously and fully covered and
supplemented by many charts, diagrams and X-ray
photographs.
The writer, among other things, has gone con-

siderably into detail in regard to the part played
in clinical tuberculosis by the vegetative nervous
system. As he admits, that system does not ac-
count for all the signs and symptoms, but he has
carefully described and elaborated the possibilities.
The pathological anatomy and physiology of the

infection is traced from its appearance in childhood
though its often latent period to the active disease
of adult life. By carefully understanding the tran-
sition an early diagnosis is more often made than
would otherwise be possible. Considerable atten-
tion is paid to these early signs and symptoms and
their importance.
The complications of tuberculosis cover a very

large field and different methods of treating them
is of importance to all of us.

In conclusion, these volumes of Pottenger's, di-
vided as they are into small chapters, make very
interesting and instructive reading for reference
as well as study and in these 1400 pages all dif-
ferent aspects of the disease are considered and
thoroughly discussed. P. H. P.

A Text-Book on the Practice of Gynecology. For
Practitioners and Students. By W. Easterly
Ashton, M. D., LL. D., Professor of Gynecol-
ogy in Graduate School of Medicine of the
University of Pennsylvania. Sixth Edition,
thoroughly revised. Octavo of 1097 pages with
1052 original line drawings. Philadelphia and
London: W. B. Saunders Company, 1916. Cloth,
$6.50 net; half morocco, $8.00 net.

The sixth edition of this very complete gynecol-
ogy will be an especially welcome addition to the
library of the young practitioner. The changes
are many, including not only treatment, conserva-
tive and operative, but also bacteriology and path-
ology. Into a book of 1100 pages is crowded not
only the specialty of gynecology, but also chap-
ters on intestinal surgery and kidney surgery. One
wonders a little-why not go on to gall-bladder sur-
gery? However, the author probably does attempt
to remind one that it is necessary to be a general
surgeon before becoming a gynecologist. This
must be continually emphasized, for one still sees
the abdomen opened for a simple suspension and
the gall stones left intact, not even palpated.
The chapter on cancer of the uterus is decisive

and the procrastinating medical man is prodded to
immediate diagnosis. Description and pictures are
so complete that the mind absorbs all the details
without effort. The author leaves not the slightest
detail to the imagination. This, while a little irk-
some to the' experienced man, is all the more
valuable to the young practitioner. In this book he
will find many happy suggestions. As in a refer-
ence book, each condition being treated in full
and systematic fashion, no time is wasted in hunt-
ing through other pages. The young doctor begin-
ning to teach will find this book especially excel-


